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| Vader Findur of this Calc the Proteſtant Relgt : 1 
on made. conſiderable Progreſs : : Many who, out of {| 
Fear, did not dare to profels it, have publickly ſhewn 


their Zeal for it; and others, who formerly had been 
forced by Violence to forſake it, have readily em- 
braced it again; and theſe laft have been ſo many in 
Number, that by a Computation, made by the Ro- 
man Catholicks themſelves, it has, in the Space of 


ſeven or eight Months, amounted to 27000 on the 


Side of Montauban, and in that Neighbourhood. . Up- 


on this, the Roman Catholick Clergy took the Alarm; 


ſearing that ſuch Converſions would conſiderably di- 
miniſh their Revenues, by taking from them the ca- 


ſual Profits, ariſing from Chriſtenings, Marriages, 
Sc. They have left no Means untry'd, to engage the 


Court to intereſt itſelf in an Affair which ſo nearly 
concerned them. In order to ſupport their Inſtances 
the better, they made them at a Time, when they 

were about to furniſh the King with a free Gift of 
' ſeveral, Millions of Livers; and, if Credit may be 
given to certain Advices, they gave it very ſtrongly 


to. be underſtood, that they were a Body, which was 


not to be lighted : In ſhort, after try ing all imagi- 


nable Means, t they obtained. two Edicts of the Court 
againſt the Proteſtants of Montauban, one of the 1ſt, 
the orher of the 16th of February 1745. They were 
not, *tis true, intirely new; the firſt was publiſned 
the 11th of September 1726, bur they added to it a 
ſevere Article concerning Preachers. The ſecond is 
a Repetition, Word for Word, of that which was 
Publiſhed the th of November 1728; What is moſt 
remarkable. is, that, amongſt all the Edicts that have 
been publiſhed againſt the Proteſtant Aſſemblies, they 
have choſen two of the moſt rigid, or rather, the 


mot unjuſt ; but that every one may judge of their 


Contents, we ſhall only exhibit them ſuch as they were 


publiſhed; whereby it will be plain, that where ever 
a true Roman Catholick Clergy has the upper Hand, 
there is no Evil, that the, Proteſtants have: not Rea- 
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HE King being ne chat, e 
ing all Exerciſe of the pretended Reformed Re- 
ligion is forbidden by his Edicts, Declarations and 
Ordonnances, there have been nevertheleſs of late, 
ſeveral Aſſemblies in the Diſtrict of Montauban; and 
deſiring to provide againſt it, his Majeſty has order- 
ed and does order, That, conformably to his ſaid 
Edicts, Declarations and Ordonnances, all Preachers, 
who have convoked, or ſhall convoke Aſſemblies in 
the ſaid Diſtrict, and who have preached or ſhall 
preach, or who have or ſhall exerciſe therein any 
Function, be arraign'd, convicted and puniſned; 
as likewiſe all and every Subject or Subjects of his 
Majeſty, of what Quality or Condition ſoever, who 
ſhall have been, or may be found hereafter, in the 
ſaid Aſſemblies, and who ſhall be there taken in the 
Fact; his Majeſty willing, that they be condemned to 
ſuffer the Paints expreſſed in the ſaid Edicts, Declara- 
tions and Ordonnances: And, moreover, with regard 
to thoſe, who ſhall be known to have aſſiſted at the 
ſaid Aſſemblies, but who have not been arreſted up- 
on the Spot, his Majeſty wills and requires, that, by 
the Orders of the Intendant and Commiſſary in the 
faid Diſtrict; the Men ſhould be immediately ſent, 
without any Hearing or Tryal, to his Gallies, to 
ſerve there as Slaves during their Lives; and the Wo- 
men and Daughters to be ſhut up, for ever, in Pla- 
ces which ſhall be aſſigned them. 
His Majeſty commands and orders the faid Inten- : 
dant and Commiſſary in the ſaid Diſtri& of Montau- 
ban, and his Bailiffs, Chief Juſtices, and other Offi- 
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ſept Ordoũnance, which ſhall be read, publiſhed and 
paſted. up, where-ever it may be neceflary, that no 


_ Perſon may pretend Ignorance thereof. Done at Ver- 
Jailles the firſt Day of February, in the Year 1745. 
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| "Ordnance of he 7655 1 Nr 174 5. 
18 Majeſty being informed, that the 8 
Puniſhments, expreſſed in the Decrees, Decla- 


rations and Ordonnances, publiſhed againſt thoſe who 
aſſiſt, at the unlawful Aſſemblies of the new Converts, 


3 have not yet been ſufficient, entirely to ſtop, the 


Courſe, of them, becauſe they make but flight Im- 
preſſions Pen People, whoſe Minds are filled with 
rror, and produce the Fear only of a Puniſhment, 

box which each one flatters himſelf he ſhall eſcape; 


and his Majeſty being willing to put an End to al 


Diſorders, which would totally ceaſe, if thoſe of the 
new Converts, who fear being ſurprized themſelves in 
55 Aſſemblies, of which they have always Notice, 


And Who, not fearing to let their Children and Domeſ- 
155 go, but often ſending them there, were to deſiſt 


m thus favouring and fomenting the Aſſemblies 


dy their ill Counſels, or by their Connivance and Si- 


lence, which render them not leſs guilty of Diſobedi- 


enge, than thoſe even who aſſiſt therein, He would, 

reſolve upon obliging all new Converts, for their own 

Sakes, to. prevent the Holding ſuch Aſſemblies, or to 

give Information of them, ſeeing they are never kept 

Without their Knowledge; or would puniſh, them, as #7 
Accomplices of the ſaid. Aſſemblies, by. ank das 

© thoſe, who ſhall net inform | 


them, to the Fay- 
ment of Pecuniaty and arbitrary Fines, which, - for, 
the, Ane ſhall be n 1 upon all. new 
in ha of Montauban. 
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a ike any Aſſemblies ſhall” be held: To theſe Ends 285 
: his ad you 9 800 and does Order,” 4: hy f. 2 | | 
Article 8 N 


4 Fh n all 15 pers g the Pikric of Mon: 
wil comprized in the State of the Diviſions, '(cal- 
led Arrondiſſemens) which ſhall be immediately drawn, 

up by the Intendant of the faid Diftrict, whom his 

Majeſty has authorized and does authorize for that 

- Purpoſe, all the new Converts; inhabiring within the 
- Extent of the Diviſions, ſhall be reſponſible for all 


the Aſſemblies which ſhall be held upon the Territory . 
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The ne w 1 Lnkabiaats of the Diviſions, 5 
uin the Extent of which it ſhall be proved that ſome” 

| Afmblics have been held, ſhall be condemned, with- 
out any Tryal or even Hearing by the ſaid Intendant, 
to pay an arbitrary Fine, proportioned to their Abi- 
ty; and alſo to pay the Charges of the Pro- 
; ceedings, | which ſhall have been had, on Ac+ 
count of the ſaid Aſſemblies; and the Aſſeſtinents 
of the Fines and Char ges ſhall be made by him, on 
the Knowledge he ſhall have of them, upon all 2% 
new converted Inhabirants, who. ſhall be found com- 8 
prifed in the Liſts of the Capitation, or Poll-Tax, : 

in all the eee of the Diviſion. : 


5 „ 
is Majeſty. wills, that thoſe: of the new 8 5 

0 perform their Duty as Catholicks, and ſhalt 
_ Juſtify it by Certificates from their Biſhops or Grand 


Vicars, importing, that they frequent the Chuck 


and Sacraments, add that they have, for three pre- 

cCereding and, ſucceſſive. Fears, at leaſt, regularly per- 

formed all their Paſchal Duties, ſhall: not be compre- 
hended in che aboveſaid: Aſſeſſments, unleſs there be 

Proof againſt them of their 22 85 ee hy or 
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1 he new Converts of A bee f any L V Dei. 5 
on, within the Extent of Which an Aſſembly fhall 
be held. who ſhall give Advice arid furniſh Proof of 
it, ſhall likewiſe be excepted-in the Aſſeſſment; and 
when the - ſaid -Advices ſhall have been given time 
| enough, to ſurprize the Aſſembly, all the People of 


that Corporation ſhall be diſcharged of the Fine, 


| any. their Beers on upon —_ reſt ahn che Diviſion. 


HAY, ef: 


5 * 7 Aby hs held upon the 1 Peiritery's of "= 

| Celia wholly: compoſed of old Catholicks, and 
not comprehended in the State of the Diviſions, the 

Fine, in that Caſe, ſhall' be born by the Diviſions 
that are the neareſt to the Place, where ſuch Aſſembly. 


"ſhall: be held, in the Manner as ſhall be ny” and 
ordered 15 the faid Intendant. : 


$i 


| 1 N "WY > # 
fi it e that any Aſſembly bs held a a 
Chant that is doubtful, and conteſted between ſome 

5 Corporations of the Diviſions, and ſome other Kee... 
porations of other Diviſions, the Fines, in that 
Caſe, ſhall be born by the Diviſions which are neareſt, 

to the conteſted Ground, in the Manner as ſhall like- 
: wile be ted and ordered by the faid e "kg 


„ 


Al private Pete: . in the Liſts of 
Aſſeſſment, who ſhall be fined, ſhall be forced to the 
Fayn ment of their Rutes, by actual fertled Garriſons. | 


5 VIII. . 
And 5 the N 1 come: ER Abt; 


or are brought up in the Country, and who are the 
principal Authors of all the Aſſemblies, could not 
keep them up, if they were not readily admitted and 
maintained in the Houſes of the new Converts, which 
is a Thing intirely oppoſite to the Prohibitions me 
cola made on this * * As 3 
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5 in the Limits of which 3 Preacher may; dee „ 
cel be condemned in a Fine of /x  Livers; 10: be. — — 

bien to the Informers who: ſhall have procurecd his 

being taken up; and this, independently of the Suit, N 
wWzich ſhall be; mage and carried on, agreeable to "ol "Mi 

= oe ofsthe former Ordonnances, Edifts and De. 

clarations, againſt: lin 4 in OE . che e Preacher 

= 5 IT 98 been * VVV 
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= | nahce to derogate from the Difpoſitions of the Edits, 1 
| _ Declarations, Decrees and Ordonnances publiſhed up- 55 55 3 
on the Subject of the ſaid. Aſſemblies, and particular- | 12 3 

ly from that of the. iſt of the preſent Month and 
Fear, which ſhall be all executed according to their 
Form and Tenor. His Majeſty orders and require 
the ſaid Intendant of the Bickriet of HE 
_ ſee to the Execution of the preſent Ordonnance, which 
| ſhall be publiſhed and poſted up where-ever it ſhall be 
Fg neceſſary, that no one may ever pretend Cauſe of is 


. norance. Done at e ng 18 "A ates N 
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The Iojuſtice oy Cruclty of 1 bel b are 1 

+ obvious, that every one muſt be ſtruck with them; 1 
however, in order they ſhould be exeeuted in their 
fulleſt Extent, the Court hath ſent into the Diſtrict of 

ES Montauban, and Places adjacent, the favourite Mifi- 

© onaries, ſeveral Troops of Dragoons, who, acting like of 

themſclves, have committed the moſt outrageous Vior 3 

- Jences, and the moſt unheard:of Exceſſes, and have 3 

duced upwards of 6000 Souls to Beggary,: andthe 5: 

the ( City of Montauban to a more miſerable Condition 

than it ever knew, even after the Wars it has been 

ſeveral Times obliged to maintain in its own: Defence. 
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